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LIMITATIONS OF THESE DATA 
 

The findings contained in the next four pages result from a survey of 
Barnstable County residents conducted in Spring/Summer 2001 
(“Household Survey”). One in every 37 Barnstable County 
households was surveyed.  The Human Condition 2001 Project 
researchers made every attempt to survey a random sample of 
County residents. Responses to the Household Survey are 
considered to be very representative of the permanent, year-round 
resident population of Barnstable County (a.k.a. Cape Cod).  
Researchers are fully satisfied that the findings from the Household 
Survey at the County level can, with only minor exceptions, be 
extrapolated to the entire Barnstable County resident population. The 
reader may feel comfortable in considering these data to be a very 
strong set of indicators of the human condition in Barnstable County. 
(For details of the representativeness of these findings see also, Volume 1, 
Appendix 1.E.  A detailed Socio-Demographic Profile of the households surveyed 
[sampled] in Barnstable County  is contained in Appendix 2.A of this Volume.) 
 
Note: Findings from smaller geographic areas within Barnstable 
County (regions and towns) may not be truly representative of the 
total year-round, permanent resident population of those areas and 
should be regarded with due caution.  For details, see Limitations of 
These Data sections in the individual regional and town-level reports.  
A detailed Socio-Demographic Profile of the households surveyed 
(sampled) in the individual regions and towns is contained in 
Appendix 2 of this Volume. 
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** RESIDENT SURVEY RESULTS ** 
FOR 

BARNSTABLE COUNTY, MASSACHUSETTS 

RESIDENT SURVEY RESPONSES: 
 

Of the Barnstable County households randomly selected for participation in The Human  
Condition 2001 Household Survey, 2,542 completed and returned the survey questionnaire.  
This number represents 100% of the surveys collected across Barnstable County.  A detailed 
Socio-Demographic Profile of the 2,542 Barnstable County households sampled is provided  
in Appendix 2.A.  The following two sections summarize the perspectives of these Barnstable 
County households concerning important social issues, potential problem areas, and barriers  
to access to needed human services. 

 
RESIDENT PERSPECTIVES: 
 

Household-Level Issues: 
 

Barnstable County respondents included on their list of problems (“household issues”) twelve  
key issues.  Issues of lack of time for social life and recreation, stress/anxiety, depression, and  
of affordability of healthcare services appear to be of highest priority across Barnstable County. 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Top Household Issues: Barnstable County
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Not being able to afford legal help

Not having enough money to pay for housing

Inadequate opportunities to learn new skills or for advancement at work

Inadequate time to spend with spouse/partner

Not having enough money to pay the doctor, the dentist, or to buy
prescription medications

A lot of depression in the household

Not being able to afford recreational activities

Paying for or getting dental insurance

Inadequate time for recreation

Finding time for friends, relatives, social activities

Having a lot of anxiety or stress in the household

Finding time for exercise or to work out

Percent of Households Reporting a Minor-To-Major Problem
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Barnstable County Service Barriers Ranked According To Percentage of Responses 

 

RANK  
BARNSTABLE 

COUNTY 
 

SERVICE BARRIER 
1 Could not afford fees or costs for services 
2 Cost of taking time away from work 
3 Service(s) not accepting new patients/clients 
4 Services located too far away 
5 Worried about the quality of service 
6 Lacked information on where to go for services 
7 Had a bad experience in the past 
8 Was not eligible for help 
9 Unable to take time away from work to go to services 
10 Service did not provide expected result 
11 Hours of service were not convenient 
12 Lacked information on available services 
 

HOUSEHOLD “TIMELY TOPICS” QUESTIONS: 
 

Barnstable County residents were asked a series of questions about conditions in their own 
household.  The table on the following page provides highlights of responses to thirty-five “timely 
topic” questions as answered by the 2,542 Barnstable County respondents. 
 
Census 2000 Profile of Barnstable County Region: 
 

Within the past few months, the U.S. Census Bureau has released detailed social and  
economic statistics concerning Barnstable County.  The final section of this Barnstable County 
Report provides a brief glimpse of these recent socio-demographic and socio-economic statistics  
on the County.  Included are Census 2000 details on the permanent, year-round resident 
population of Barnstable County by age, sex, race and Hispanic origin, household make-up, 
income and poverty, and housing situation.  
 

Note: Census 2000 statistics for each of the fifteen Barnstable County towns are provided in  
the following Town Reports section. 
 

See Appendix 1.A for a much more complete set of official U.S. Census Bureau statistics 
concerning Barnstable County. 
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