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 BARNSTABLE COUNTY DEPARTMENT OF HUMAN SERVICES

 BARNSTABLE COUNTY HEALTH & HUMAN SERVICES ADVISORY COUNCIL 

POST OFFICE BOX 427 BARNSTABLE, MASSACHUSETTS 02630

E-mail 

kcallahan@barnstablecounty.org
 Web 

www.bchumanservices.net

OFFICE     (508)375-6628

FAX           (508)362-0290

  TDD          (508)362-5885

Barnstable County Health and Human Services Advisory Council

Thursday, June 24, 2010
Hyannis Transportation Center ~ 9 – 10:30 AM
In attendance (Members): 
Barnstable County Council for Children, Youth & Families:

Kathy Quatromoni (Rep)
Barnstable County Human Rights Commission: 



Cape & Islands HIV/AIDS Service Coordination Collaborative:

Laura Thornton (Rep) Liz DiCarlo (Alt)
Cape & Islands Regional Domestic Violence Council:


Mary Ann Mills Lassiter (Rep), Caronanne Procaccini (Alt)
Cape & Martha’s Vineyard Community Health Center Network: 

Claire Goyer (Rep)
Cape Cod Council of Churches: 




Diane Casey-Lee (Rep), Shirley Lamson (Alt)
Cape Cod Healthcare (At Large): 






Cape Cod Hunger Network: 




Brenda Swain (Rep)
Cape Cod Neighborhood Support Coalition: 



Beverly Costa-Ciavola (Rep)
CAREER Collaborative:






Community Action Committee of Cape & Islands (At Large):

Caronanne Procaccini (Alt)
Community Benefits:






Community Coalition of Cape Cod: 






Community Health Network Area (CHNA): 



Steve Brown (Alt)
Consumer:






Jeanne Adams (Rep)
Disability Network (At Large):





Grant Makers Collaborative:




Kristin O’Malley (Rep)
Leadership Council to End Homelessness: 



Caronanne Procaccini (Rep)
Legal Aid Coalition of SE Mass:





Lower Cape Councils on Aging: 




Liz Smith (Rep)
Mid Cape Councils on Aging:






Power in Aging Collaborative:





Substance Abuse/Behavioral Health System:



Tim Lineaweaver (Rep)
Town Health Departments:







Tri County Collaborative for Oral Health Excellence:


Harris Contos (Alt)
Upper Cape Councils on Aging: 




Jim Long (Rep)
Upper Cape Health & Human Services:



Karen Cardeira (Rep)
Wampanoag Tribal Health Center:





Staff:  Barnstable County Department of Human Services: Beth Albert, Kathie Callahan
Elected Officials:  Assembly of Delegates:  George Bryant
           Commissioner: Sheila Lyons
Guests:  Belinda Centeio –  Jackie Fields, ex-oficio – HRC, Katie Mueller, CCF – AmeriCorps Vista – Volunteer Initiative, Cheryl Bushnell – Consultant, Dept. of Human Services
Unable to attend:  Jan Timmons, Estella Fritzinger, Diane Munsell, Gail Wilson
Welcome Introductions 

Introductions were made by all in attendance.  

Approval of May minutes:

Motion by Beverly Costa-Ciavola, seconded by Harris Contos to accept the March minutes as written – unanimously approved.  Note:  Tel # for Cape Cod Foundation is corrected to read:  800/947-2322
Accessibility and Reasonable Accommodation Presentation by Cheryl Bushnell

Cheryl Bushnell, consultant to Department Human Services conducted training on the ADA and reasonable accommodations for people for disabilities.  She distributed two DPH booklets:  Accessible Print Materials & Planning Accessible Meetings & Events as well as People First Language information.  Cheryl briefly reviewed the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) which was passed in 1990.  She reported that providing reasonable accommodations Is the Law and as such prohibits discrimination, exclusion from participation, and denial of benefits on the basis of disability in any program, service, employment opportunity or activity in the Commonwealth.  She noted however, there are two exceptions: when a reasonable accommodation would fundamentally alter programs, services or activities or would create an undue burden.  
Reasonable accommodations create Physical Access such as ramps, railings, wide enough bathrooms for wheelchairs to turn around, and programmatic – non-physical solutions to physical barriers.  Other types of access include Effective Communication i.e. assistive listening devices, computer aided real time translation (CART), sign language interpretation and TTY and relay service.  In addition Materials in Alternate Formats should be offered such as audio cassette, computer diskettes and Braille.  There are five components of ADA:  Employment, Public Services, Public Accommodations, Telecommunications and Miscellaneous.  Each entity needs to have a procedure for handling reasonable accommodation requests.  Three major barriers to Access:  Attitudinal, Communication & Physical.  Cheryl reviewed some primary solutions to these barriers that are low cost as well as finding out exactly what means of effective communication is preferred by the individual.  She noted that entities need to plan ahead to provide some accommodations as they require advance reservations i.e. interpreters.  CART or sign interpreters are available through the MA Commission for the Deaf and Hard of Hearing at Voice: 800-882-1155 or TTY: 800-530-7570.  She briefly reviewed Telecommunications Relay Services (TRS) now available by calling 711.  All organizations/agencies should have policies and procedures in place to provide reasonable accommodations.  For more information contact Beth Albert @ 508/375-6626.  Beth is the ADA compliance for Barnstable County government and will share the policies and procedures developed for the County with the HHSAC.
Discussion:  Assembly of Delegates Budget Process

At the close of the May 2010 meeting of the HHSAC the issue of the FY 11 AD Budget Process was raised after articles were written in the newspapers about last minute amendments being made to the FY 11 County Budget to benefit the Council of Churches Overnights of Hospitality and Children’s Cove.  It was requested by Brenda Swain that this issue be discussed at the June Meeting.    

After considerable discussion by the HHSAC members present it is recommended that given the history of county funding for Health and Human Services and the fact that the County no longer provides grants to these organizations that the HHSAC Chair request a meeting with the  County Commissioners and Assembly of Delegates to discuss the issue more fully.  Brenda Swain motioned, seconded by Claire Goyer to send a letter to the Assembly of Delegates and the County Commissioners informing them of today’s discussion and request a meeting with to discuss the process for handling future requests for Health and Human Services.  It was suggested by George Bryant that prior to meeting with the AD that the HHSAC meet with the Assembly’s Health & Human Services Standing Committee about their concerns.  Beth Albert will draft the letters and request time on agendas at both CC and AD Standing Committee of HHS.  HHSAC representatives and alternates will be informed of meeting dates/times and are invited  to attend and participate.
Motion was approved with Steve Brown, Harris Contos, Laura Thornton, Shirley Lamson and Diane Casey-Lee abstaining.  
Healthy and Happy Eating for All Project – Steve Brown

Steve distributed healthy food donation list and a list of goals for the Healthy Connected Cape Cod project.  He noted that he and Beth would be glad to attend meetings of any of the HHSAC consortiums to share information about this project.  He circulated a sign-up sheet for those wishing a presentation and will contact each consortium regarding being put on the agenda at their meetings.
Appointments to Advisory Council

Beth Albert informed the group that the County Commissioners have approved the list of members submitted for appointment for a three year period effective June 1, 2010 through May 31, 3013.  She also noted that although Tim Lineaweaver no longer works for the Community Health Center of Cape Cod he submitted a letter stating he wishes to remain on the HHSAC representing the Substance Abuse/Behavioral Health Consortia and plans to be re-employed in the near future in this field.  He currently is the Chair of the  Cape and Islands Suicide Prevention Coalition.  The membership committee has reviewed the HHSAC governance regarding representation on the Council and recommended Tim for re-appointment for a 3 year term.  If, by the fall he is not working in the MH/Behavioral Health Field, it is recommended that he resign as representative from the HHSAC.  Beth noted that an alternate is needed to represent MH/Behavioral Health on the HHSAC and nominations can be submitted to fill this vacancy directly to her.

Note:  Laura Thornton is now being the representative and Liz DiCarlo is the alternate for the Aids Support Coalition.

Updates from Coalitions and Networks:  
· Liz DiCarlo will forward electronically to Beth, the HAC letter regarding issues surrounding Noah Shelter.  Beth will forward to HHSAC.
· Liz DiCarlo informed the HHSAC that Art Kimber has passed away. Art's memorial service is 1 pm Tuesday, June 29th at St. David's Episcopal Church, So. Yarmouth.

· Liz Smith, Orleans COA: VNA Compass will open on July 1st.  This is a Medical Model Day Program.
· Liz Smith: New Consortium name – Cape COAST (COA’s Serving Together) includes 15 Cape COA’s.

· Liz Smith:  Mental Health Program scheduled for the Fall at Senior Centers in collaboration with McLean Hospital.

· Claire Goyer:  Duffy Health Center Board of Directors has selected Heidi Nelson of Chicago as the new Executive Director to succeed Claire Goyer.  Claire’s retirement is effective 8/31/10 and Heidi will begin 9/1/10.  Claire will return as a consultant for 2 weeks to assist in the transition.  
· Caronanne Procaccini reported that the Main Street Outreach Initiative continues to moderate the homelessness issues on Main St.  Claire noted that to date the results have been positive.  Liz Smith motioned, seconded by Jackie Fields that the HHSAC write a letter to the Editor of the CCT re:  success of Main Street Initiative.  Motion approved with Harris Contos abstaining.  Claire & Beth will draft letter.  
· Harris Contos:  Mass Health Adult Dental Benefits will be terminated effective July 1st.  BL Hathaway is developing a survey to be distributed to local dentists to gather information and suggestions on how to help fill the void from the future lack of adult benefits.  It was noted that CHC’s Health Safety Net does cover some dental services.

· Kathy Quatromoni:  Barnstable County Council for Children, Youth & Families in collaboration with Cape Cod Foundation will offer a Bullying Workshop for educators, youth service providers and concerned community members on August 5th from 7:30 AM – 2:30 PM at the YMCA Cape Cod campus in West Barnstable.  Cost is $25.00.  This forum is being held to discuss ideas, concerns and resources to establish best practice policies and procedures around this issue throughout the Cape & islands.  Contact the Cape Cod Foundation at Tel: 508/790-3040 for more information or to pre-register (required).

· Katie Mueller, CCF/AmeriCorps Vista:  announced the launch of the new volunteer initiative “Cape Cod Volunteers” – linking people with meaningful opportunities for community engagement on Cape Cod.  Visit www.capecodvolunteers.org or call 508/790-3040 for more information.
· Diane Casey-Lee:  Council of Churches in partnership with the Youth Suicide Prevention Project will host a forum, Spirituality & Suicidology, on October 26th, time & location TBA.
New Business:
Meeting adjourned at 10:55 AM

NEXT MEETING:  July 22, 2010, 9 – 10:30 AM at the Hyannis Transportation Center






