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Minutes of Barnstable County Human Rights Commission
And Town Representative Council Meeting
Meeting date: April 12, 2010
Call to order:

 A meeting of the Barnstable County Human Rights Commission was held at Barnstable County Superior Court on April 12, 2010 at Barnstable County Superior Courthouse, Commission Chairperson Elizabeth Swanson-Goldberg presiding. The meeting was called to order at 5:30 PM, and Elisabeth Dolby (Coordinator) recorded the minutes.

Members in attendance: Elizabeth Swanson-Goldberg (Commission Chairperson); Michael J. Medeiros (Commission Vice Chairperson)Andy Murray (Commissioner); Rev. Malcolm McDowell (Commissioner); Bob Freedman (Commissioner); Stephen F. Whitmore (Commissioner); Paul Houlihan (Commissioner); Jacqueline P. Fields (Emeritus Commissioner)

Susan S. Ballantine (Town Representation Council, Brewster); Angelina Raneo Chilaka (Town Representation Council, Harwich); Cyndi Denmat (Town Representation Council, Sandwich);Marie Stone (Town Representation Council, Wampanoag Tribe); Anne Manton (Town Representation Council, Bourne); Scoba F. Rhodes (Town Representation Council, Falmouth); Thomas Ryan (Town Representation Council,, Orleans); Judy Cicero (Town Representation Council, Provincetown); Beth Albert (Director, Barnstable County Health & Human Services; Warren Smith (Data Analyst, Barnstable County Health & Human Services)

Approval of minutes: 
Motion was made and seconded to approve the minutes of the March 1, 2010 Barnstable County Human Rights Commission meeting. Motion carried.
Public Comment: none
Presentation: Monitoring the Human Condition:

Beth Albert (Director, Barnstable County Health & Human Services) and Warren Smith (Data Analyst, Barnstable County Health & Human Services) presented a highlight on studies conducted through questionnaires and surveys, on Cape Cod in between 2004 and 2007. For a full copy of Monitoring the Human Condition, please visit the BCHHS website. A CD Rom version of the full report will also be made available in the near future

· Significant demographic changes: studies show over one half of  the population is over 47 years, number of births are decreasing, as well as the  number of families with children in house and school enrollments; the number of low income students enrolled are on the rise
· Increasing need for basic service: there was a 30% increase in the number of homes that reported a “high level of difficulty accessing basic human need items such as food, shelter and clothing”
· Increasing need among most vulnerable populations: statistics have revealed that there are “multiple factors” contributing to a “negative impact” on households being able to access services in the last five years.
· Service Access Barriers: Three specific barriers to service access were highlighted, one of which was very relevant to the work of the HRC: In between 2004 and 2007, studies showed that a significant increase in feelings of discrimination was reported as a barrier to access of services on the Cape. The HRC will be working with Health and Human Services to continue studying the demographics and indicators that reported these feelings.
Chairperson’s Report
· The Commission extended a very warm welcome to the newest member of the Town Representation Council, Judy Cicero of Provincetown
· Budget Meeting on March 31: At the Assembly of Delegates Budget meeting the submitted budget of $28,800 was approved to submit to the Assembly of Delegates Finance Committee. Thomas Ryan (Town Representation Council, Orleans) represented the HRC at the meeting on the 31st, and reported that many topics were covered in the process of discussing the budget.

· The Next budget meeting will take place on April 28th; however there will be no opportunity for public comment. The final budget meeting will be on May 5th- time to be determined. This will be the meeting that the HRC and all its allies may need to “rally’ for if our budget is cut.
· Board Members for the Friends of the HRC: The Clerk for the Friends of the HRC (the HRC 501(c)(3) organization), JoHanna Flacks has requested that the HRC begin thinking about new board members, likely the President and Secretary need to be appointed. The HRC needs to brainstorm on people and friends in the community that would be supportive and  able to offer additional financial provisions/ fundraising opportunities

· Immigrant Celebrations Summer 2010: Elizabeth Swanson-Goldberg (Commission Chairperson), but urged HRC members to continue the work of the Immigrant celebrations continue, and to come together to solidify plans. After a lengthy discussion on how, when and where to hold Immigrant celebrations, the Commission informally agreed to table the town by town Immigrant Celebrations, with the exception of Orleans, and take each on a case by case basis.

Commissioner Reports:
The HRC website: Michael J. Medeiros (Commission Vice Chairperson) reported that the website that students at Cape Cod Technical School have designed for the HRC is complete. The next steps include working with Barnstable County IT department to complete the process of recalling the domain name of the old site, and linking to the new Barnstable County Health and Human Services website. Beth Albert (Director, Barnstable County Health & Human Services) reported that the new website for Barnstable County Health and Human Services will be up and running very soon.
Strategic Planning: Paul Houlihan (Commissioner) reported that he has made progress the HRC mission statement and vision statement, and questionnaires will be distributed to HRC members shortly in order gather information on the direction in which the strategic plan will evolve. 
Jacqueline P. Fields (Emeritus Commissioner) indicated that several community events of interest to the HRC will be occurring:
· The HRC and WILPF will be collaborating on a presentation where three “Jane Addams Books” will be awarded to the Sandwich library.
 The Jane Addams Children's Book Awards are given annually to the children's books published the preceding year that effectively promote the cause of peace, social justice, world community, and the equality of the sexes and all races as well as meeting conventional standards for excellence.

· A reminder that The  Seventh Annual Yom Hashoah Program sponsored by The Interfaith Group on the Holocaust, Genocide and Human Rights, at Nauset High School will be on April 15th at 7:00 pm. All HRC Members are urged to attend
· Cape Cod Hospital has announced that it is seeking applications for a mini-grant that may be beneficial for the HRC to pursue. Jacqueline P. Fields (Emeritus Commissioner) indicated that the HRC should consider developing a program that would educate and empower community health priorities for low income immigrant individuals through the Mashpee Community Health Center.
Executive Session:
Motion was made and seconded at 8:10 PM to call executive session. Motion carried. 
Executive Session of the Barnstable County Human Rights Commission was held at Barnstable County Superior Court on April 12, 2010 at Barnstable County Superior Courthouse, Commission Chairperson Elizabeth Swanson-Goldberg presiding. 
Members in attendance: Elizabeth Swanson-Goldberg (Commission Chairperson); Michael J. Medeiros (Commission Vice Chairperson)Andy Murray (Commissioner); Rev. Malcolm McDowell (Commissioner); Bob Freedman (Commissioner); Stephen F. Whitmore (Commissioner); Paul Houlihan (Commissioner)
Motion was made and seconded at 8:20 PM to conclude executive session. Motion carried.
Adjournment:

There being no further business to come before the meeting, the meeting was adjourned at 8:20 PM.
Announcements:

The next meeting of the Barnstable County Human Rights Commission will be on May 3, 2010 at 5:30. Just a reminder that The TRC is welcome to attend all meetings now! 
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