BARNSTABLE COUNTY
DEPARTMENT OF HUMAN SERVICES
3195 Main Street, Post Office Box 427
Barnstable, Massachusetts 02630
Office: 508-375-6628 | Fax: 508-362-0290
www.bchumanservices.net

For Immediate Release
Contact: Renie Hamman, HOME Program Manager
Irene.hamman@barnstablecounty.org

Barnstable County Provides Emergency Rental Assistance to Cape Cod Residents
Barnstable, Massachusetts, September 9, 2020. The Barnstable County HOME Program
announces a new emergency rental assistance program that provides relief to Cape Cod
residents impacted by COVID-19. $100,000 in HOME funds has been targeted to
provide rental assistance to Barnstable County households.
The HOME Tenant Based Rental Assistance Program will be administered for Barnstable
County by Housing Assistance Corporation (HAC) as part of its Homelessness Prevention
and Workforce Housing Relief Fund. Eligible households can receive up to $6,000 to
assist with rent arrears. A single on-line application for this program and other rental
and mortgage assistance programs is available at www.haconcapecod.org.
The Barnstable County Department of Human Services administers the HOME Program,
and with assistance from the Cape Cod Commission staff, developed this important
emergency rent relief program for Cape Cod residents impacted by COVID-19.
According to Beth Albert, Director of Human Services, “These funds fill an important gap
in the assistance available through other programs. Our primary concern is that people
impacted by COVID-19 receive the support they need to remain in their homes.”
“As a result of the pandemic, many people remain unemployed and are uncertain how
they will pay their rent to stay in their home. This financial assistance will not only help
to prevent homelessness, it will assist landlords who have been foregoing rental
payments, which will support and stabilize the rental stock vital to the economic
strength of the region”, according to Patty Daley, Legal and Policy Specialist for the Cape
Cod Commission.

Creating a Healthy Connected Cape Cod
The Mission of the Department of Human Services is to plan, develop, and implement programs which enhance the overall delivery of human services
in Barnstable County and promote the health and social well-being of County residents through regional efforts that improve coordination of services.

The HOME Investment Partnership Program (HOME) is a federal program designed to
create and maintain affordable housing for low-income households. The Barnstable
County HOME Consortium and Advisory Council represent the 15 towns on Cape Cod.
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